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Donna J Smith

AUG 13, 1938 - JUN 14, 2024

D onna Jo Smith, of Pittsburg, died on Friday, June 14, 2024, at Oakview Estates
Assisted Living. She was born August 13, 1938, in Winfield KS to Glen LeRoy
“Roy” and Verna Geraldine Wilson (Buchanan). Donna grew up in Moline, KS,
graduating from Moline High School in 1956 and married Marvin Lee Smith there
on September 27, 1957.

Marvin and Donna moved to Pittsburg in 1958 where Marvin completed his education at
Pittsburg State University, and both were lifelong Gorillas’ fans. Donna started her professional
career at Harvest Brands as a commercial artist creating advertising and promotional calendars,
working in the company print shop, and painting logos on semi-truck trailers. In the mid-80s she
began working at Pro-Print and eventually retired from Names and Numbers in 2003.

Donna had a passion for photography, especially bird and wildlife pictures. She used her artistic
talents to turn her photos into notecards and artwork for her friends and family and enjoyed
displaying them at local art exhibits. She also enjoyed being able to capture memories and
published family history and memory books. Donna was a member of the Sperry-Gallagher
Audubon Society and volunteered for Pittsburg State University’s Nature Reach Summer Camp
and Wesley House after retirement.

Survivors include her daughter Shana Plasters and husband Ross of Burlington, NC;
Grandchildren Jeremy Wilson and his wife Mandy of Manhattan, KS, Rachael Plasters, Ryan
Plasters, and a great-grandson, Parker Wilson and his wife Raven, and her sister Nancy Nicholson
of Alexandria, VA. She was preceded in death by her husband Marvin, her oldest daughter Lisa
Smith Richey, as well as her parents and brother.

Graveside services will be July 22 at 11am at the Moline City Cemetery in Moline, KS.
Condolences can be sent to www.bathnaylor.com Memorial contributions can be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association (alz.org), Wesley House UMC (wesleyhouseumc.org/donate) or the Elk
Falls UMC Church. Memorials may be brought by or mailed to the Bath-Naylor Funeral Home
522 S. Broadway Pittsburg, KS 66762.
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Events

Graveside Service
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.3603149,-96.3038876
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.3603149,-96.3038876

Tribute Wall Donna Jo Smith

AUG 13, 1938 - JUN 14, 2024

Susan Fangman posted:

I am so sorry for your loss. Donna was neighbors with my parents, Mike and Linda Sand. When my
kids were younger and we were visiting my parents, we would either stop by to see Donna or she
would come over to see us. | loved looking at her nature photos, and my mom would often send us
cards she received from Donna made with her photos. She took a great picture of one of my girls
fishing, she had just caught a tiny fish. Donna edited the photo and made the fish look huge! My
daughter loved that photo. She will be missed.

June 21at 5:45 AM

Karen Willis posted:

Praying Gods comfort and peace for your family in your time of loss. | have good memories of my
childhood visits to your home with Lisa. Was in awe of Donna as she was the first working mom |
knew. Q

June 18 at 6:34 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Donna by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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